


 

 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Tract Consultants were engaged to review how planning controls relating to building height 
affect the consideration of timber as a sustainable structural solution for all buildings. This report 
investigates how the unique characteristics of timber buildings are disadvantaged, compared 
with traditional concrete construction, particularly by mandatory height controls that commonly 
do not accommodate the higher floor to floor requirements of timber. This study has been 
undertaken to assist stakeholder engagement and negotiations surrounding potential changes 
to the planning provisions to address the disadvantages that timber buildings currently 
experience. We urge you to support the suggested changes to the Victorian Planning Provisions 
to ensure timber as a construction material is on a level playing field with other conventional 
construction materials. 
 
In addition to the abovementioned study, Planet Ark Environmental Foundation’s ‘Make It Wood’ 
campaign aims to increase the use of responsibly sourced wood as a building material. When 
sourced responsibly, wood can play a big part in helping tackle climate change. This is because 
wood is a low carbon option for building; it is renewable, it sequesters carbon during the growth 
phase, it stores carbon for the long-term, and it has a lower embodied energy than other more 
carbon intensive building materials. 
 
A key component of the campaign is the promotion of Wood Encouragement Policies (WEP) to 
councils and governments across Australia.  A WEP generally requires responsibly sourced 
wood to be considered, where feasible, as the primary construction material in all new-build and 
refurbishment projects.  
 
To date there are two local government authorities and sixteen local councils that have adopted 
a WEP in Australia, and Tasmania is the first state government to adopt a state-wide WEP. In 
addition, the adoption of similar policies around the world is growing steadily, including Canada, 
Japan, France, Finland, Netherlands and the UK, who are all encouraging the use of natural, 
timber-based products in construction. 
 
As CEO of Planet Ark I am delighted to support this initiative, as it dovetails perfectly with the 
Make It Wood campaign’s stated goal of increasing the use of responsibly sourced wood as a 
building material, and thereby allow us to live a low carbon lifestyle. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
Paul Klymenko    
 

Chief Executive Officer 
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https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/columns/spinifex/does-timber-high-rise-equal-high-risk
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https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/jun/21/tall-timber-the-worlds-tallest-wooden-office-building-to-open-in-brisbane
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